[The effect of docetaxel on malignant tumors].
In recent years numerous molecular biological discoveries enlightened the various steps of the neoplastic transformation. Based on new targets, this development made it possible to synthetize new tumour inhibitory substances. Among them taxanes capable to block depolymerization of tubulin--which is an essential molecule in cell division--play an important role. Docetaxel (Taxotere) belongs to this group and is an active drug in the treatment of breast cancer. Moreover, platinum-resistant tumours may also respond to the therapy. It is important to note that even visceral (hepatic) metastases may express chemosensitivity. Results of combination chemotherapy seem to be also promising. The antitumour effect of Taxotere in NSCLC and other malignant neoplasms in under investigation. The toxicity of Taxotere may be successfully reduced by premedication of steroids. The necessary protective measures render the Taxotere therapy safe and of being perspectivistic.